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Brilliantly weaving together eyewitness accounts, letters, memories, newspaper articles, and military

reports into a riveting narrative, this definitive biography reveals the personality of William Clarke

Quantrill (1837&#150;1865) and the events that transformed a quiet Ohio schoolteacher from a

staunchly Unionist family into a virulent pro-slavery Confederate soldier and the most feared and

despised guerrilla chieftain of the Civil War. This groundbreaking work includes the most accurate

account ever written of the 1863 Lawrence, Kansas massacre (the greatest atrocity of the Civil

War), when Quantrill and 450 raiders torched the Unionist town and executed roughly 200 unarmed,

unresisting men and teenage boys. It also details the postwar outlaw careers of those who rode with

him&#151;Frank and Jesse James, and Cole Younger. No other history so fully penetrates the myth

of a cardboard-cutout psychopath to expose Quantrill in all his brutality and human complexity.
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Leslie's grass roots research into the shadowy life of Civil War guerrilla chieftain William Quantrill

has produced a vivid picture of the realities of life on the Missouri-Kansas frontier from the late

1850's until Quantrill's death in Kentucky in 1865 and has resulted in a book which will become the

resource work in the field. Leslie spent years as a professional researcher doing background work

for other authors writing on various topics, both fiction and non-fiction. Some of his research can be

found in the works of James A. Michner, and others. Leslie knows how to dig out the facts of a

story.On occasion, I accompanied him as he visited sites in both Missouri and Kansas where



Quantrill stamped his name on the history of the War. I witnessed firsthand Leslie's feel for the

subject material and his expertise and passion for fact-finding. "The Devil Knows How to Ride" tells

Quantrill's story from his Ohio childhood, thru his arrival on the Kansas frontier, to his development

as the leader of a band of Missouri men and boys who became the guerrillas who sacked

Lawrence, Kansas and caused the Union to divert troops and resources from war operations in the

East. While the story of Quantrill and his band has been told and retold, Leslie's research covered

many years and addresses questions not heretofore answered: * Was Quantrill a recognized

Confederate officer, or did he operate outside the rules and customs of "civilized" warfare"? * How

did he achieve leadership, and then lose that leadership role of the men and boys who had at first

flocked to him? * Why did he meet his death in Kentucky, and not on the Missouri-Kansas ground

which he had terrorized?
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